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THE LOST BIBLE PROJECT: 
 

A PERSONAL WORD OF INTRODUCTION 
 
     Sometime in the third century before the Common Era, in the place where the Nile meets the 
Mediterranean, Jewish legend tells us that King Ptolmey of Egypt ordered the Hebrew Bible translated into 
Greek. Ancient sources, among them the Babylonian Talmud, relate that Ptolmey summoned 72 Jewish 
sages to Alexandria to complete the translation. Each sage was sequestered in his own room. When Ptolmey 
was presented with the scholars’ masterworks, every translation was identical one to another. The Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Bible, called The Septuagint, or “Translation of the Seventy Interpreters,” was 
thus deemed to have divine sanction, and greatly influenced the emergence of rabbinic Judaism and 
Christianity. 
 
     Echoing the remarkable convocation of scholars in antiquity, the Jewish Publication Society has 
assembled some seventy scholars from around the world for a landmark publishing event. The Lost Bible 
Project presents to the English speaking world the sacred library of ancient Israel.  For the first time in a 
Jewish context a truly comprehensive collection of the extra-biblical texts of Jewish antiquity that comprise 
ancient Israel’s seferim hitzoni’im, excluded scriptures, will be available to scholar and lay reader alike. 
From the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Septuagint, Apocrypha, Josephus and Philo, The Lost Bible Project brings 
together the texts that transformed Jews and Christians at the turn of the millennium.  
 
     The Lost Bible Project organizes and excerpts these extraordinary texts in a unique way: as they relate 
and illuminate the Hebrew Bible itself. We discover that ancient Judaism began the process of commenting 
upon and wrestling with its sacred scripture even before the canon of holy books was itself completed! We 
now know that we cannot fully understand what is in the Bible without also appreciating what was excluded 
from the Bible. The view from the outside informs the view from the inside. Thanks to the wonder of 
archeological discovery, and the diligence of modern scholarship, the array of excluded Jewish scriptures of 
the Second Temple Period of late antiquity have come into focus. The tale of their discovery is a compelling 
story in and of itself. Yet I believe the ultimate significance of The Lost Bible Project is the personal 
discovery of how our ancestors’ spiritual journey informs our faith today. 



 
 
 

THE LOST BIBLE PROJECT: 
 

OVERVIEW OF VOLUMES 
 

  
   The Lost Bible: Discovering Ancient Israel’s Excluded Scriptures 
   A popular introduction to the scholarly compendium, telling the story of the texts; the writers who 
composed them, the archeologists who recovered them, and the scholars who deciphered them.  
   This volume will also invite comment from teachers and religious leaders on how these texts change 
our understanding of our history and our faith. Their significance for the emergence of rabbinic Judaism 
and early Christianity will be explained, and the implication for the modern practice of both religions will 
be explored. 
 
   JPS hopes to engage a recognized writer on religion to author this volume. 
 
  Outside the Bible: Ancient Israel’s Excluded Scriptures I- 

        The Septuagint, Philo, Joseph, and the Jewish Hellenistic Writers 
         The first volume of texts concentrates on the beginnings of biblical interpretation  
       during the Hellenistic period, both in the Land of Israel and in the Diaspora. 
       Relevant excerpts from the Bible translated into Greek (Septuagint) and biblical  
       commentary by Philo, often considered the first Jewish philosopher, are included. 
       A host of more obscure Greek Jewish interpreters are brought to light. 
       Finally, the biblical interpretations of late antiquity’s best known (and most  
       controversial) Jewish historian, Josephus Flavius, are critically considered. 
 
       Outside the Bible: Ancient Israel’s Excluded Scriptures II- 
      The Dead Sea Scrolls, Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha and Wisdom Writings 
        The second volume of texts concentrates on the continuation of biblical  
      interpretation as reflected in the writings of the inter-testamental authors and 
      Second Temple sectarian communities. These interpretations take the form of  
      commentaries on biblical verse, midrashic extensions of biblical figures, 
      historical treatises, legal explanations, prayers and philosophical musings. Scores of  
      texts, from the better known Temple Scroll and Rule of the Community of the  
      Dead Sea Scrolls, and Judith, Tobit, and Maccabees from the Apocrypha,  
      to the largely unknown Pseudepigrapha are presented by subject as they relate 
      to the Hebrew Bible. 
 
     The international team of scholars is under the editorship of Dr. Lawrence H. 
     Schiffman (New York University), Dr. Louis B. Feldman (Yeshiva University), 
     and Dr. James L. Kugel (Bar Ilan University). 



 
The Lost Bible Project 

 
Outside the Bible: Ancient Israel’s Excluded Scriptures 

 
Editors 

 
Dr. Louis B. Feldman 
 

Louis  B.  Feldman  is Wouk  Family  Professor  of  Classics  and  Literature  Emeritus  at  Yeshiva 
University, where he has taught since 1955. Dr. Feldman, who received his Ph.D. in classical 
philology  from Harvard  University,  is  a  leading  scholar  of  ancient  Judaism  and  Hellenistic 
culture.  His many  publications  include  Josephus  and Modern  Scholarship  (1984),  Jew  and 
Gentile in the Ancient World: Attitudes and Interactions from Alexander to Justinian (1993), 
Josephus’s  Interpretation  of  the  Bible  (1998)  among  others.  Dr.  Feldman  has  led  NEH 
Seminars  for  College  Teachers  on  “The  Greek  Encounter  with  Judaism  in  the  Hellenistic 

Period” and on “Classical and Christian Roots of Anti‐Semitism.” In addition to his research and teaching, Dr. Feldman 
is  associate  editor  of  Classical Weekly  and managing  editor  of  Classical World,  and was  the  editor  for  Hellenistic 
Literature for the Encyclopedia Judaica (1968‐71). He has been honored with a Guggenheim Fellowship and an ACLS 
Senior Fellowship, and has been a Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton University) and a Fellow of 
the Annenberg Institute for Judaic and Near Eastern Studies (University of Pennsylvania).  
 
Dr. James L. Kugel  
 
James Kugel  is Meiser Professor of Bible and Director of the Institute for the History of the 
Jewish  Bible  at  Bar  Ilan University  in  Tel  Aviv.  From  1982  through  2003,  he was  the  Starr 
Professor  of  Hebrew  Literature  at  Harvard  University.  He  received  his  Ph.D.  at  the  City 
University  of  New  York  in  1977.  Dr.  Kugel  specializes  in  the  Hebrew  Bible,  the  history  of 
biblical  exegesis,  and  ancient  Judaism.  His  many  books  include How  to  Read  the  Bible:  A 
Guide to Scripture, Then and Now (2007), a National Jewish Book Award winner, The God of 
Old (2003), and The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and 
his Children (2006) among others. He is also the author of more than 50 academic articles and reviews. Dr. Kugel is a 
co‐founder and associate editor of Prooftexts: A Journal of Jewish Literary History, a member of the editorial board of 
Jewish  Studies  Quarterly,  and  editor‐in‐chief  of  Jewish  Studies:  an  Internet  Journal.  He  is  co‐editor  of  the  Haifa 
University Dead Sea Scrolls Publication Project and  is  an editorial board member of Themes  in Biblical Narrative – 
Jewish and Christian Traditions. The Bible As It Was was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in General 
Nonfiction and was honored with the Grawemeyer Award for best book in Religion in 2001.  
 
Dr. Lawrence H. Schiffman  

 
Lawrence H. Schiffman is Edelman Professor of Hebrew and Judaic Studies and Chairman of the 
Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at New York University, where he has taught since 
1972. He received his Ph.D. from Brandeis University in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies in 1974. 
Dr. Schiffman is a leading scholar of ancient Judaism with special interest in study of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. His recent publications include essays in War and Peace in the Jewish Tradition (2007), 
Jewish Spirituality and Divine Law (2004), and Emanuel: Studies in the Hebrew Bible, Septuagint, 
and the Dead Sea Scrolls (2003). Dr. Schiffman is also the co‐editor of the Oxford Encyclopedia of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls (2 vols., 2000) and the editor of The Dead Sea Scrolls: Fifty Years after their 
Discovery (2000). He is a member of the board of directors of the Dead Sea Scrolls Foundation, and 

of the council of the World Union of Jewish Studies, and a co‐editor of Dead Sea Discoveries. He is also a member of 
the Academic Advisory Board for the Center for Jewish History in New York and a member of the board of advisors 
for the Jewish and Christian Perspectives Series. 



 
 

 
THE LOST BIBLE PROJECT 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
 
     The Lost Bible Project was conceived in conversations between Dr. Ellen Frankel of JPS and various 
scholars in the late 1990’s. The need for a comprehensive collection of extra-biblical texts of antiquity 
presented by a Jewish publisher in a manner that would help elucidate the Hebrew Bible was deemed both 
deeply desirable and unprecedented. As the preeminent Jewish publisher of the Bible and biblical translation 
and commentary in English, the Jewish Publication Society was a natural choice for the project, despite its 
daunting magnitude and cost. 
 
     The Lost Bible Project commenced in earnest in 2005 upon receipt of a very generous grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Together with a second favorable grant, NEH monies have 
totaled nearly $200,000. Private gifts and pledges of about $100,000 have been added to that sum. 
 
     To date expenses have totaled approximately close to $200,000 with additional project costs expected to 
total $400,000. The amount of funds still needed to be raise thus amounts to some $300,000 at a minimum. 
 
     Work on the scholarly component is more than 2/3 completed. Of the 131 separate articles that comprise 
the scholarly compendium, 115 have been submitted. Over 100 of these have been copyedited, and the 
majority of these pieces are already in advisory review. The concept of a popular one volume introduction by 
a religion writer, a recent conceptual addition to the series, is only in a beginning phase. However, it is hoped 
that successful fundraising and fast-tracking of the companion volume will enable the project to be 
completed in two years. 



 
 
 

THE LOST BIBLE: 
 ANCIENT ISRAEL’S EXCLUDED SCRIPTURES 

  
CONCEPTION FOR INTRODUCTORY VOLUME 

 
 

Chapter I:     The Lost Bible 
                     What are the excluded scriptures? 
                     Why are they important? 
                     The story to be told: the texts, the writers, the archeologists and the scholars. 
 
Chapter II:    The Holy Bible 
                     Who canonized the Hebrew Bible? 
                     Who canonized the Christian Bible? 
                     What got in, what was left out…and why? 
 
Chapter III:    The Story of the Septuagint 
 
Chapter IV:    The Story of the Apocrypha 
 
Chapter V:      The Story of Philo 
 
Chapter VI:     The Story of Josephus 
 
Chapter VII:    The Story of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
 
Chapter VIII:   The Meaning of the Excluded Scriptures for History 
 
Chapter IX:      The Meaning of the Excluded Scriptures for Jews. 
 
Chapter X:       The Meaning of the Excluded Scriptures for Christians 



 

LIST OF TEXTS BY AUTHOR 
 
Dr. Patricia Ahearne-Kroll, Ohio Wesleyan University 
 Joseph and Asenath 
 
Dr. Philip S Alexander, University of Manchester 
 Sibylline Books (aka Sibylline Oracles - excerpts) (Pseudepigrapha) 
 Rule of the Community (1QS, 4Q255-264a, 5Q11)   
 
Dr. Betsy Halpern Amaru, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Judith (Apocrypha)                           
 

Dr. Gary Alan Anderson, University of Notre Dame 
Adam and Eve  (Pseudepigrapha)        

 
Dr. Joseph Angel, Yeshiva University 
 New Jerusalem 
 Melchizedek 
 Damascus Document 
 
Dr. Kenneth Atkinson, University of Northern Iowa       
 Psalms of Solomon (Pseudepigrapha)      
 Testament of Moses        

 
Dr. Harold W. Attridge, Yale Divinity School 
 Philo the Epic Poet                                 
 Testament of Job (Pseudepigrapha) 
 
Dr. David E. Aune, University of Notre Dame                
 Pseudo-Orpheus (Orphica)               
 
Dr. John Barclay, Durham University 
 Against Apion 
 
Dr. Bezalel Bar-Kochva, Tel Aviv University 
 Pseudo-Hecataeus 
 
Dr. Albert I. Baumgarten, Bar-Ilan University 
         Josephus, The Jewish Wars (selections)    
 
Dr. Adam H. Becker, New York University 
 2 Baruch (Syriac) (Pseudepigrapha)     

 
Dr. Shani L. Berrin Tzoref, University of Sydney/The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 Pesher on Nahum (4Q169) 
 



 

 
Dr. Ellen Birnbaum, Boston University                              
 Philo, De Abrahamo  (selections) 
  
Dr. Peder Johan Borgen, The Norwegian University of Science and Technology 

Migration of Abraham 
 
Dr. George J. Brooke, University of Manchester 
 Genesis   (4Q252)    
 
Dr. Silvia Castelli, Universita degli Studi di Trento 

Josephus, Jewish Antiquities (supplements Feldman)  
 
Dr. Esther G. Chazon, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
       Prayer of Manasseh (Apocrypha) 
  
Dr. Naomi Cohen, University of Haifa 
 Philo, De Specialibus Legibus 
 
Dr. John J. Collins, Yale Divinity School 
 Pseudo-Daniel Literature (4Q243-245) 

Daniel Apocryphon 
 Prayer of Nabonidus 
 
Dr. Sidnie White Crawford, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 Song of Miriam (4Q365) 
 
Dr. David DeSilva, Ashland Theological Seminary 
 4 Maccabees 
 
Dr. Devorah Dimant, University of Haifa 

Pseudo-Ezekiel  (4Q385, 4Q386) 
 1 Enoch (Pseudepigrapha) 
 
Dr. Lorenzo DiTommaso, Concordia University 
 Demetrius  
 
Dr. Jean Duhaime, University of Montreal 
 The War Scroll (1QM, 4Q491-496) 
 
Dr. Peter Enns, Westminster Theological Seminary 

Wisdom of Solomon (Apocrypha) 
 
Dr. Esther Eshel, Bar-Ilan University 

Aramaic Levi Document (with Michael Stone) 
 Self-Glorification Hymn  (4Q471b)        



 

Dr. Hanan Eshel (deceased), Bar-Ilan University 
  Prayer for King Jonathan (4Q448)               
  Joshua Text (4Q378-379) 
 
Dr. Daniel K. Falk, University of Oregon 
 Liturgy from Qumran (4Q503, 508-509) 
 
Dr. Louis H. Feldman, Yeshiva University  
 Josephus, Jewish Antiquities (selections, from the Creation to Joshua) 
 
Dr. Michael V. Fox, University of Wisconsin--Madison 
      Additions to Esther (Apocrypha) 
 
Dr. Steven D. Fraade, Yale University 
 1 Baruch (Apocrypha) 
 Letter of Jeremiah (Apocrypha) 
 
Dr. David M. Goldenberg, University of Cape Town 
 Mosaic Constitution 
 
Dr. Andrew Gross, University of Pittsburgh 
 Visions of Samuel 
 Ages of Creation 
  
Dr. Erich S. Gruen, University of California--Berkeley 
 Artapanus 
 Letter of Aristeas (Pseudepigrapha) 
 
Dr. Angela Kim Harkins, Fairfield University 
 Thanksgiving Hymns (Hodayot) 
 
Dr. David M. Hay (deceased), Prof. Emeritus of Religion, Coe College 

Philo, De Vita Contemplativa          
 
Dr. Matthias Henze, Rice University 
 Additions to Daniel 
 Susanna 
 Bel and the Dragon 
 
Dr. Karina Hogan, Fordham University 
 4 Ezra (2 Esdras) 
 
Dr. Howard  Jacobson, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 Theodotus 
 Ezekiel the Tragedian 

Pseudo-Philo (Pseudepigrapha) 



 

 
Dr. Sara Japhet, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

1 Esdras (Apocrypha) 
 
Dr. Alex P. Jassen, University of Minnesota 
 Admonition of the Flood 
 
Dr. Sara R. Johnson, University of Connecticut, Storrs 
 3 Maccabees (Apocrypha) 
 
Dr. James L. Kugel, Bar-Ilan University/Harvard University 
 Prayer of Enosh (4Q369) 
 Jubilees (Apocrypha, 1Q17-18, 2Q19-20, and 4Q216-224) 

Pseudo-Jubilees (4Q225-227) 
 Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Pseudepigrapha) 
    Testament of Abraham  (with Annette Reed) (Pseudepigrapha) 

Ladder of Jacob  (with Alexander Kulik) (Pseudepigrapha) 
 
Dr. Alexander Kulik, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 Apocalypse of Abraham (Pseudepigrapha) 
 Ladder of Jacob (with James Kugel) (Pseudepigrapha) 
 
Dr. Armin Lange, University of Vienna 

Sapiential Works (4Q306, 4Q303, 1Q26, 4Q415-425, 4Q307-308, etc.) 
 
Dr. Erik W. Larson, Florida International University 
 Testament of Kohath (4Q542) 
 2 (Slavonic) Enoch (Pseudepigrapha) 
 Visions of Amram (4Q543-548) 
   Tobit (Apocrypha and 4Q196-200) 
 
Dr. Matthew J. Morgenstern, University of Haifa 
    Genesis Apocryphon  (1Q20, 4Q537-538) 
 
Dr. Maren R. Niehoff, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 Philo, Legum Allegoriae Vol. 1 (selections) 
 
Dr. Bilhah Nitzan, Tel Aviv University 
 Pesher on Habakkuk (1QpHab) 
 
Dr. Sarah Jane Pearce, University of Southampton 
 Philo, De Decalogo 
 
Dr. Annette Yoshiko Reed, McMaster University 
 Testament of Abraham (Rescension A) (with James Kugel) (Pseudepigrapha) 
   



 

Dr. David T. Runia, University of Melbourne 
 Philo, De Opificio Mundi (selections)   
 
Dr. Lawrence H. Schiffman, New York University 
 The Temple Scroll (11Q19-20) 
 Manifesto (4QMMT - Miqtsat Ma’asei ha-Torah) 
 1 Maccabees 
 
Dr. Eileen Schuller, McMaster University 
 Non-Canonical and Apocryphal Psalms (selections) 
 
Dr. Daniel R. Schwartz, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 2 Maccabees (Apocrypha) 
 
Dr. Paul Spilsbury, Ambrose Seminary 

Josephus, Jewish Antiquities (selections including Esther, Ezra, and the Return from 
Babylonian Captivity) 

 
Dr. Gregory E. Sterling, University of Notre Dame 
 Eupolemus 
 Pseudo-Eupolemus  
           Philo, De Vita Mosis 
            Philo, Hypothetica 
 
Dr. Michael E. Stone, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Aramaic Levi Document (with Esther Eshel) (Geniza fragments, 4Q213-214) 
 
Dr. Loren Theo Stuckenbruck, University of Durham 
 Book of Giants (4Q203, 1Q23, 2Q26, 4Q530-532, 6Q8) 
 
Dr. Michael Dov Swartz, Ohio State University 

Angelic Liturgy (aka Song of the Sabbath Sacrifice – 4Q400-407, 11Q17, Masada 
Fragment) 

 
Dr. Aram Topchyan, Institute of Medieval Manuscripts (Armenia) 
 Pseudo-Philo on Jonah 

Pseudo-Philo on Samson 
Questions and Answers about Genesis 
Questions and Answers about Exodus 

 
Dr. Pablo A. Torijano-Morales, Universidad de Complutense de Madrid 

Josephus, Jewish Antiquities (selections, including Solomon’s Wisdom, Solomon’s 
Magical Powers, Solomon’s Prayer in Dedicating the Temple, and Phoenician Writers on 
Solomon’s Wisdom) 

 Paraleipomena leremiou (aka 4 Baruch) (Pseudepigrapha) 
 



 

Dr. Emanuel Tov, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 Septuagint and other Greek Bibles (selections) 
 
Dr. Pieter W. van der Horst, Utrecht University 
 Pseudo-Phocylides 
 Hellenistic Synagogal Prayers 
 
Dr. Walter T. Wilson, Emory University 
 Philo, De Virtutibus (selections) 
 
Dr. Benjamin G. Wright, III, Lehigh University 

Apocryphon of Ezekiel (Pseudepigrapha) 
Ben Sira 

 
Dr. Yevgeniy Y. Zingerman, Bar-Ilan University 
 3 Baruch (Pseudepigrapha) 



 

 Table of Contents 
 
General Introduction 
  
1. The Beginnings of Biblical Interpretation 
 

• The Bible Translated into Greek (the Septuagint) 
Introduction to the Septuagint   
Dr. Emanuel Tov, Magnes Professor of Bible, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 
Genesis 11 (Dr. E.Tov ) 
Deuteronomy 32 (Dr. E. Tov) 
Selections from Joshua (Dr. E. Tov) 
Selections from Samuel-Kings (Dr. E. Tov) 
Selections from Jeremiah (Dr. E. Tov) 
Proverbs 1 (Dr. E. Tov) 
Selections from Esther (Dr. E. Tov) 

Additions to Esther (Dr. Michael V. Fox) 
Job 34 (Dr. E. Tov) 
Daniel 4 (Dr. E. Tov) 
Additions to Daniel 

The Story of Susanna Henze 
 Bel and the Dragon Henze 
1 Esdras (Dr. Sara Japhet) 
 

 
• Sustained Biblical Commentaries: Retellings and Pesharim 

Introduction to Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha  
Dr. James L. Kugel, Meiser Professor of Bible, Bar Ilan University 
 

Commentary on Genesis A (Dr. George J. Brooke)  
Ages of Creation (Dr. Andrew Gross) 
The Book of the Giants (Dr. Loren Theo Stuckenbruck) 
Genesis Apocryphon (Dr. Matthew J. Morgenstern) 
Admonition Concerning the Flood (Dr. Alex P. Jassen) 
Jubilees (Dr. J. Kugel) 
Pseudo-Jubilees (Dr. J. Kugel) 
Pseudo-Philo Book of Biblical Antiquities (Dr. Howard Jacobson) 
Pseudo-Daniel Literature (Dr. J. Collins) 
‘Son of God’ text (Dr. J. Collins) 
Pesher on Nahum (Dr. Shani Berrin Tzoref) 
Pesher on Habakkuk (Dr. Bilhah Nitzan) 
 
 
Greek Jewish interpreters: 
Demetrius the Chronographer (DiTomasso) 
Artapanus (Erich S. Gruen) 



 

Eupolemos (Gregory E. Sterling) 
Pseudo-Eupolemos (G. Sterling)  
Pseudo-Hecataeus (Bezalel Bar-Kochva)  

  Theodotus (Howard Jacobson) 
Philo the Epic Poet (Harold Attridge) 
Ezekiel the Tragedian (Howard Jacobson) 
Pseudo-Orpheus (David Aune) 
Pseudo-Philo (Aram Topchyan): 
 On Samson 
 On Jonah 

   
• The Biblical Interpretations of Philo (excerpts) 

Introduction to Philo (David Runia) 
 
Questions and Answers on Genesis (Topchyan) 
Questions and Answers on Exodus (Topchyan) 
On the Creation of the World (David Runia) 
Allegorical Interpretation (Maren Niehoff) 
On Abraham (Ellen Birnbaum) 
Migration of Abraham (Peder Borgen) 
On the Life of Moses (Greg Sterling) 
On the Decalogue  Sarah Pearce 
On the Special Laws  Naomi Cohen 
 

• The Biblical Interpretations of Josephus (Jewish Antiquities, excerpts) 
Introduction to Josephus (Louis Feldman) 
 
On the Creation 
The Story of the Flood 
Abraham in Egypt 
The Binding of Isaac (the Aqedah) 
The Story of Joseph 
The Story of Dinah 
Moses’ Campaign against the Ethiopians 
Moses: The Sending of the Spies 
The Revolt of Korach 
The Story of Balaam 
The Death of Moses 
 
Mosaic Constitution (David Goldenberg) 
 
Joshua: the Altar across the Jordan (Silvia Castelli) 
The Levite & His Wife 
Deborah 
Jephthah 
The Birth of Samson 



 

Ruth 
Massacre at Nob 
God Rejects Saul 
Saul and the Witch of Endor 
Death of Saul 
David and Goliath 
David and Bathsheba 
Death of Absalom 
 
On Solomon’s Wisdom (Pablo Torijano) 
Phoenician writers on Solomon’s Wisdom 
On Solomon’s Magical Powers 
The Prayer of Solomon 
 
Return from Exile (Paul Spilsbury) 
Esther (Paul Spilsbury) 
 

• Interpretive Texts Centering on Biblical Figures 
Life of Adam & Eve (Gary Anderson) 
1 Enoch (Devorah Dimant) 
2 (Slavonic) Enoch (Eric Larson) 
Apocalypse of Abraham (Alexander Kulik) 
11QMelchizedek Joseph Angel 
Ladder of Jacob (Alexander Kulik and James Kugel) 
Aramaic Levi Document (Michael Stone and Esti Eshel) 
Visions of Amram (Eric Larson) 
Song of Miriam (Sidnie White Crawford) 
Apocryphon of Joshua (Hanan Eshel) 
Visions of Samuel (Andrew Gross) 
Pseudo-Ezekiel (Devorah Dimant) 
Apocryphon of Ezekiel (Benjamin Wright) 
Letter of Jeremiah (Steven Fraade) 
Baruch (Steven Fraade) 
2 Baruch (Adam Becker) 
3 Baruch (Yivgeny Zingerman) 
Prayer of Nabonidus (John J. Collins) 
4 Ezra Karina Hogan 
 
Testaments 
Testament of Abraham (Annette Yoshiko Reed and James Kugel) 
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (James Kugel) 
Testament of Moses Kenneth AtkinsonTestament of Kohath (Eric Larson) 
Testament of Job (Harold Attridge) 
 

 
 



 

2.      Biblical Law Applied to Post-Biblical Life  
  Temple Scroll (Lawrence Schiffman) 
  4QMMT (A Few Works of the Torah) (Lawrence Schiffman) 
   
3.      Prayers and Psalms 
  Psalms of Solomon (Philip Alexander) 
  Self-Glorification Hymn (Esti Eshel) 
  Daily Prayers (Daniel Falk) 
  Festival Prayers (Daniel Falk) 

Words of the Luminaries (Daniel Falk) 
  Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice (Michael Swartz) 
  Thanksgiving Hymns (Angela Kim Harkins) 

Non-Canonical and Apocryphal Psalms (Eileen Schuller) 
  Hellenistic Synagogal Prayers Pieter van der Horst 
 

Prayer of Enoch (James Kugel) 
Prayer of Manasseh (Esther Chazon) 
Prayer of King Jonathan (Hanan Eshel) 
 

4.      Wisdom Writings 
  Sibylline Oracles (Philip Alexander) 
  Wisdom of Solomon (Peter Enns) 
  Wisdom of Ben Sira (Benjamin Wright) 
  Pseudo-Phocylides (Peter van der Horst) 
  4Maccabees David DeSilva 
 
  Wisdom Texts from Qumran (Armin Lange) 
   Instruction (1Q26; 4Q415-418, 418a, 4Q418c, 4Q423) 
   Book of Mysteries (1Q27; 4Q299-300; 4Q301) 
   4QBeatitudes (4Q525) 
   4QInstruction-like Composition B (4Q424) 
   4QWiles of the Wicked Woman (4Q184) 
   4QSapiential Work (4Q185) 
 
  Philo of Alexandria: Philosophical Treatises (Selections): 
   On the Virtues (Walter Wilson) 

On the Contemplative Live (David Hay/David Runia) 
Hypothetica (Greg Sterling) 

 
5.      Stories set in biblical and early post-biblical times 

Joseph & Asenath (Patricia Ahearne Kroll) 
Lives of the Prophets (David Satran) 

  Judith (Betsy Halpern Amaru) 
  Tobit (Eric Larson) 

4 Baruch (Pablo Torijano) 
  3 Maccabees (Sara Raup Johnson) 



 

 
6.      Historical writings set in post-biblical times 

Letter of Aristeas (Erich Gruen) 
I Maccabees (Isaiah Gafni) 
2 Maccabees (Daniel Schwartz) 
 
Josephus, Jewish War, Excursus on Jewish Groups (Albert Baumgarten) 
Josephus, Against Apion (Barclay) 

 
7.      Texts about sectarian communities  
  Introduction to the Dead Sea Scrolls (Lawrence Schiffman) 

Rule of the Community (Philip Alexander) 
 Damascus Document Joseph Angel 

War Scroll (Jean Duhaime) 
New Jerusalem Text Joseph Angel 

  
 


